
PO Box 1062, Kenosha, WI 

53141 

January 2013 

 

    A Note from our Presidents: 
Hello and welcome to the New Year! 

2012 was an exciting and successful year thanks to all the efforts of our members.  Here is a glimpse of 2012 

in review: 

 We gained 21 wonderful new members. We are happy to have you!  

 We awarded $5921 total to non-profit organizations that benefit women and children in Kenosha County. 

$5000 of those funds came as a result of our 2011 Holiday Fundraiser. 

 We hosted a successful Business After Five event at The Rhode Theater, where you had the opportunity 

to showcase your business. We had a wonderful time while raising an additional $921 to add to the Grant 

Fund.  

 We represented KWN at the Chamber of Commerce Expo Booth as well as the Harbor Market, and met 

many wonderful people at both events! 

 We Co-Sponsored another Susan B Anthony event and donated a $300 raffle prize. We had a great team 

that worked on the SBA committee and we celebrated when past President Roseann Shales was awarded 
the Susan B Anthony Award . Many of you donated gourmet treats to the raffle and sold tickets for the 

event as well.  

Thank you to our KWN fundraising committee and to all of you who supported our Holiday Raffle by buying 
and selling raffle tickets, donating  time and wonderful prizes to our raffle.  Thank you to Kris for giving our 
Holiday Luncheon a new look and feel this year.  You inspired the best attendance ever! Members, thanks for 
spreading the word about KWN and bringing so many guests.  We hope we’ll be seeing them as new members 
soon!  Through your efforts, we raised $4,855 for our Mini-Grant program. We’ll be adding money raised at 
our upcoming (April) Business After Five event and adding a portion of your dues to support our grant program 

in the spring of 2013.   

Speaking of Grants, It’s time to start thinking about which organizations could benefit from this money. All 
KWN members are encouraged to submit a grant proposal for a favorite organization. When considering who 
to submit a grant for, keep in mind that they need to be non-profit organizations that support women and 

children in Kenosha County, and have no political or religious affiliations in order to qualify for our program. 

KWN elections are right around the corner with our annual meeting in February. Becoming an officer or a 
board member offers the opportunity to work with some amazing women.  We need a Treasurer, but        
remember that you may run for any position on the board if you so desire. You may also volunteer for one of 
our Standing Committees as a Chairperson. Contact a current member of the board if you would like more 
information. If you are interested in the Treasurer position, contact our current Treasurer, Amanda Blommel, 
at 262-995-5932 or ablommel@sbcglobal.net.  
 
We have a lot of exciting things coming up, so mark your calendars. March 9th and 10th is the Chamber of 
Commerce Expo, and March 22nd is the Susan B. Anthony Awards Dinner. We will announce the date for April's 

Business After Five soon, so keep an eye on your email in-box. 

May 2013 bring you love, light, and laughter.  Thank you all for supporting KWN and for strengthening our 

community. See you at the meeting January 11th. 

Sincerely, 

Laura and Julie 

 

Welcome to KWN! 
 

Marlene Salley,                      
Development Specialist,              
St. Catherine Residence. 

Kristin Cabranes,                    
Owner of In Balance Acupuncture & 
Wellness Center, LLC 
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   A Monthly Newsletter for members of Kenosha Women’s Network 

        

Our Mission: 

  To promote and       

encourage the           

professional and        

personal growth of our 

members in a            

supportive environment 

where women’s efforts 

are recognized and   

encouraged. 

January Meeting: 

Friday, January 11th, 2013 
11:30AM to 1:00PM                  
Bull & Bear Eatery & Tavern       
4017 80th St, Kenosha. 

        RSVP by                   
Wednesday, January 9th, 9pm      
to Claudia Howard and Heather 
Briscoe at: Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com      
and put “attending“ in the  subject line. 

The meeting fee is:                 
$12.00 with Reservation,           
$15.00 at the door. 

The fee includes your meal:  soup, 
salad and sandwiches or wraps, drinks 
and dessert 

Happy New Year! 

mailto:Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com


      Claudia Howard-Founder & CEO of Career Role Model, Inc. 

Our January spotlight falls on Claudia Howard, founder of Career Role 

Model Program, Inc. (CRMP).  This company, which was founded in March of 

2012, helps women in career transitions through a series of customized workshops in self-

discovery and career awareness.  www.CareerRoleModel.com.  

As part of the program, women’s career stories are shared in the Career Role Portfolio© showing 

a variety of career paths.  In her spare time, she continues to sell Mary Kay cosmetics as an 

independent Senior Consultant. 

CRMP is a relatively recent career change for Claudia.  She was a successful and very busy   

business woman for many years, working in international supply chain management, as a     

Purchasing Director.  She travelled nationwide and occasionally internationally for both work 

and pleasure.  Pleasure, for Claudia, usually involves a beach and a warm climate and she and 

her husband enjoyed many trips through their timeshares.  Claudia’s husband and soul-mate 

passed away in August 2007, after a battle with his third cancer.  Claudia continued to work 

but, about two years after his death, she began to reassess her goals in life and that is when her 

career direction changed, and she began to consider how she could give back to her community.   

Leaving her stressful job has also allowed her the time to volunteer at Aurora Hospital, in the 

day-surgery department and spend more time with her 11 great nieces and nephews.  With no 

children of her own, Claudia passed the special items her mother and grandmother made for her 

future children, along to them.   

When not coaching, Claudia likes to read, go to plays and concerts, cycle and camp.  She spends 

time each summer in her trailer at Plymouth Rock, Wisconsin, camping with friends.  In the 

winter, she likes to go somewhere warm as often as possible!  Racine has been home since 2006-

but Claudia is originally from the Milwaukee suburbs.   

Claudia joined KWN about 2 years ago and says she enjoys the different perspectives and talents 

of the women and the work they do to benefit the community.  Her original career path was to 

be a school teacher, and she holds an elementary teaching degree.  Her life took her in a    

different direction but, with her career coaching, you could say she ended up teaching anyway! 

When I asked Claudia for a favorite quote, she immediately said, “Each day is a Gift”. Then she 

added a great quote from motivational speaker, Wayne Dyer:  “Don’t die with the Music still in 

you”.  Claudia is sharing her music with other women and giving back to the community, as she 

intended. 
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Board Members: 
 
Co-Presidents: 
Julie Mucha 
847-323-9889 
Laura Cox 
262-496-4626 
 
Vice-President: 
Nancy Vagnoni 
262-220-6520 
 
Secretary: 
Jennifer Moskopf 
262-422-7922 
 
Treasurer: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
 

Standing Committee 
Chairs:      
                                      
Communications:                              
Linda San Filippo 
847-361-2678 
Membership: 
Sue Freisheim 
262-697-9734 
Website: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-891-3110    
Fundraising: 
Kris Roemer 
262-818-5747 
Hospitality: 
Claudia Howard 
262-758-0859 
Heather Briscoe 
773-620-6202 

Nancy Vagnoni will speak at our January  

meeting about the difference between the 3 

and 10 minute speaker slots, for the benefit of 

our newer members. 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of 

our up-coming meetings, please contact Nancy 

Vagnoni.  Her phone number is: 262-220-6520. 

Promote your business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       

Make a New Year’s Resolution to renew your membership early and save money! 

Membership dues will be collected at the membership table at the December luncheon and all meetings after that.  You may also send them in 
to the PO Box. We are requesting that ALL members fill out a renewal membership form to make sure our records are accurate!  The form is 
posted on the KWN web site-you can save time by filling it out ahead of the meeting.  Renewal dues are $55.00 if paid by the January 11th 

meeting.  After January 11th, the fee is $65.00, so pay early and save!  

Make checks payable to Kenosha Women’s Network. 

Holiday Luncheon a big success! 

KWN’s 2012 Holiday luncheon fundraiser was a packed and glittering affair!  Over 

100 guests attended the event, held for the first time in the UAW hall on      

Washington Road.  Tables were arranged in a Christmas tree formation and    

members and guests dined on a variety of delicious plated meals prepared by      

Sophisticatering, accompanied by live musical entertainment from the Christian 

Life Strings.  Thanks to all the members and friends who donated to the raffle!  

We raised a whopping $4,855.00 for the Mini-Grant program! 

http://www.CareerRoleModel.com

