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    A Note from our President: 

Hello KWN Members, 
Summer is upon us, and you know what that means!  Soon the kids will be out of school, 
the sound of ice cream trucks and the smell of back yard barbecues will fill the air, and 
of course, time to hit the beach!  Summer time is filled with many delightful            
experiences, but one thing that I look forward to the most this time of year is KWN's 
mini-grant program! 
 
In early June, our mini-grant selection committee meets to select this year's recipients, 
who will be announced at the June luncheon.  June and July are the perfect months to 
bring guests, because this is when we get to see all our efforts for the year pay off.  All 
year, we work hard raising funds to give back to non-profit organizations benefiting 
women and children in Kenosha County.  Then, you help KWN find the right groups to 
give this money to by submitting your mini-grant proposals.  This year is especially   
exciting, as we have a record amount, $8141, to give back to our community!  Give 
yourselves a pat on the back for a job well done. 
 
In May, we moved our meetings to Victoria's Catering.  Please remember, our June, July 

and August luncheons will be held here again.  We would love to hear your feedback.  
Please talk to Claudia Howard or Kristin Cabranes, our Hospitality Chairs, or any of the 
board members to tell us what you think! 
 
Have you considered donating an item for our monthly raffle? When you do, not only 
does it make our meetings more fun and exciting, but it also gets you free promotion 
for your business!  When you donate an item to the raffle, your name and business are 
mentioned in our monthly newsletter, which circulates to all our membership!  Please 
consider bringing something small to our next meeting. 
 
I look forward to seeing you June 14th! 

Laura 
 

Welcome to KWN! 
 
Francis Hagge :                          
Registered Representative of PFS   
Investments Inc, with Primerica. 

Mavra Papadatos: Owner,              
Mediterranean Specialty Supply LLC 

Emily DelaBrue: Member Services, 
Kenosha Area Chamber of        
Commerce 

KWN Community 

   A Monthly Newsletter for members of Kenosha Women’s Network 

        

Our Mission: 
  To promote and           

encourage the professional 

and personal growth of our 

members in a supportive  

environment, where 

women’s efforts are        

recognized and              

encouraged. 

June Meeting: 

Friday, June 14th, 2013 
11:30AM to 1:00PM                  
Victoria’s Catering                     
2319 63rd St, Kenosha 

        RSVP by                   
Wednesday, June 12th, 9pm          
to Claudia Howard or Kristin Cabranes 
at:  Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com and put 
“attending“ in the  subject line. 

The meeting fee is:                 
$12.00 with Reservation,           
$15.00 at the door. 

The fee includes your meal:  soup, 
salad and sandwiches or wraps, drinks 
and dessert 

Here are the answers to some questions raised by new members: 

*We meet for lunch on the second Friday of the month.   

Meeting Schedule: 

*11:30 to 12:00 Networking and eating lunch 

*12:00 to 1:00 Business meeting 

*If you represent two businesses at KWN, the cost is $10.00 for the second 

one, over and above the normal annual dues. 

mailto:Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com


This month’s member spotlight falls on Melissa Sebetic, of 

Platinum Systems, a local company that provides IT     

solutions for businesses.  Melissa has been in this industry 

for seven years, after studying consumer marketing at Gateway.  Prior to working at 

Platinum Systems, she worked for the Kenosha Chamber of Commerce in the area of 

membership and marketing.  She maintains her connection with the Chamber as   

current co-chair of the Ambassador Committee, which is the committee responsible 

for keeping members connected to the chamber and the community.  She also works 

at Hair Unlimited as a receptionist one evening per week.  KWN members may not 

know that Melissa ran an in-home daycare service for several years when her children 

were young, so that she could stay home with them! 

Melissa just joined KWN but she jumped in with both feet, becoming co-chair of   

fund-raising , where she is able to put her Chamber connections to good use.  KWN is 

not her only networking group; she is president of Networking Partners and          

Professionals, a group that she helped found.  The thing she likes most about KWN is 

that it is women helping women.  She enjoys the community involvement and fund 

raising for women-oriented causes. 

Melissa is a Kenosha native and shares her life with three children, three           

grandchildren, an amazing fiancé and two cats!  When she is not working, her      

interests include antiquing, bike riding and watching movies. Her fiancé’s big interest 

is genealogy, and, in March, they travelled together to Rome and Sicily to research 

his Italian roots. Their time in Rome just happened to coincide with the conclave to 

pick the new Pope!  It was Melissa’s first time outside the country-what a memorable 

trip! 

One of Melissa’s passions is Family Game Night with her children.  She tells them to 

“put the damn phone down”, the TV is turned off, they play board games and enjoy 

each other’s company. 
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Board Members: 
 
President: 
Laura Cox 
262-496-4626 
 
Vice-President: 
Nancy Vagnoni 
262-220-6520 
 
Secretary: 
Jennifer Moskopf 
262-422-7922 
 
Treasurer: 
Wendy Gauss 
262-942-0163 

Membership: 
Joanne Horner 
847-337-2778 
 
Website: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-891-3110   
   
Fundraising: 
Melissa Sebetic 
262-697-4118 
Nancy Vagnoni 
262-220-6520 
 
Hospitality: 
Claudia Howard 
262-758-0859 
Kristin Cabranes   
262-770-1033 

June Speakers: 

Jess Beyer, of Simply You, will be a 3   

minute speaker. 

Peggy Walker, aka Pepper the Clown, will 

speak about her recent trip to Malaysia and 

Australia, touring as a clown.  This is  a 

treat not to be missed!!!! 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of 

our up-coming meetings, please contact Nancy 

Vagnoni.  Her phone number is: 262-220-6520. 

Promote your business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       

Thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes for the May meeting!  We always appreciate your generosity! 

        * Nancy Vagnoni-Hair Unlimited *  Melissa Sebetic-Platinum Systems    * Jess Beyer-Simply You    * Frances Hagge-Primerica                      

* Mary Schuch-Krebs-Kenosha County  * Sandra Riese-Womens & Childrens Horizons  * Roseann Shales- Imaginative Consulting LLC  

*Joyce Erickson-KRW Tri-County Tobacco-Free Alliance  *Julie Mucha-Look Great, Feel Great!   *Vicki Rothwell-Victoria’s Catering    

*Mary Radigan-Ray Radigan’s Restaurant                                                                                                                                                                            

Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

Standing Committee 
Chairs:                                         
Communications:                              
Linda San Filippo 
847-361-2678 

Each year, KWN awards a number of mini-grants to local non-profit organizations that  benefit women 
and children.  Money for the grants is raised through the holiday fund raiser and raffles at other events, 
such as Business After 5.  This year, thanks to the hard work of our members and supporters, KWN has 
$8141.00 to award, the highest amount ever!     
Grant recipients will be announced at the June meeting and funds will be awarded at the July meeting. 

KWN will be participating in the Harbor Market again this year.  We will be at the Market on August 10, and September 14 and 28.  We will be 
looking for volunteers to work shifts between the hours of 8:30am and 2:30pm, (market hours are 9am to 2pm, plus 30 minutes prep time before 
and after).  You will not have to put up or take down the tent.  We will have sign up sheets at the next meeting. 


