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    A Note from our President: 
 

Hello KWN Members! 
 

Spring may be starting slow, but KWN certainly is at full speed for the month of March!  Here's what's going on this 
month. 
 
Congratulations and welcome to our new board and committee members!  Our board for 2014 is as follows: President 
Laura Cox, Vice President Mary Radigan, Secretary Donna Funk, and Treasurer Wendy Gauss.  Also welcome to our new 
Hospitality Committee Anne Robbins and Teresa Maerzke.  I would like to say THANK YOU VERY MUCH to former VP 
Nancy Vagnoni, former Secretary Jennifer Moskopf, and former Hospitality Chair Claudia Howard for all their hard work 
and dedication to the organization! 
   
On the 8th and 9th, KWN set up a booth at The Chamber of Commerce Health and Home Expo.  A big thank you to      
everyone who volunteered to work our booth over the weekend!  We always have a great time connecting with members 
of our community as we promote and share KWN, and we met some really amazing people this year.  Thanks to         
Membership Chair Joanne Horner for organizing our volunteers and helping this event go smoothly. 
 
The Expo was just the start of March's great events!  On Thursday the 13th, we have our annual Business After Five at 
Circa on Seventh.  For the third year in a row, this will be a fundraiser for us, adding to the funds that we raise for our mini
-grant program.  We still need donations for our raffle table to help make this event even more successful than years past.  
This year, our theme is "Afternoon Tea" so be sure to wear your fun hats!  There will be a prize for the best hat at the 
event.  Our BA5 is unique to the Chamber, because we are the only organization that is a member of the Chamber.  What 
that means is that we have the unique opportunity to showcase our individual businesses by setting up informational 
tables. There are still three tables available, so please contact Nancy Vagnoni if you want to get in. 
 
On March 14th, we have our annual "March Mix-Up" Meeting.  When you come in, you will be assigned a table to sit at for 
this meeting, with a different board member at each table.  This is a fun way to get to know members you wouldn't    
normally have the chance to sit with.   
 
Finally, on March 21st we have our annual Susan B. Anthony Award dinner.  If you have never been to one of these, you 
want to make sure you are here!  KWN is one of three co-sponsoring organizations for this evening, when we honor a 
woman in Kenosha County for her service to the community.  This year, we are honoring Earlene Jornt Girman, educator, 
child advocate, and community leader.  We also help award grants to community organizations.  This year, we are giving 
funds to Boys and Girls Club, Curtis Strange Elementary, Hope Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse, and Racine-
Kenosha Community Action.  There are also scholarships awarded to women returning to school to continue their       
education, and this year's recipients are Shannon Berkman and Marcy Gilbertson.  Please make sure you donate your 
gourmet delights for the silent auction, and sell raffle tickets!  Remember, the more money we raise at this event, the 
more we can give back to our community! 
 
Looking forward to April, we will jump into our own Mini-Grant process.  Start thinking about an organization you may 
want to nominate.  Non-profit organizations in Kenosha County that benefit women and children may be nominated by 
members of KWN for consideration.  Please remember, organizations with political or religious affiliations do not qualify 
for our mini-grant program. 
 
Thank you ladies for all that you do!  I look forward to seeing you at our March Mix-Up Meeting on the 14th! 

Laura   

KWN welcomes: 
Dina Daniel, Account Executive     
WRIM/Lite Rock 92.1 
Mary (Ronnie) Ansari CRNA, MS        
Healthcare Consultant and Facilitator    
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Our Mission: 
  To promote and encourage 

the professional and        

personal growth of our 

members in a supportive 

environment, where 

women’s efforts are         

recognized and encouraged. 

March Meeting: 

Friday, March 14, 2014 
11:30AM to 1:00PM  at                
Ray Radigan’s Restaurant                
11712 Sheridan Rd, Pleasant Prairie 

                RSVP by                   
Wednesday, March 12th, 9pm          
to Anne Robbins &Teresa Maerzke at:                 
Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com and put 
“attending“ in the  subject line. 

The meeting fee is:                 
$12.00 with Reservation,           
$15.00 at the door. 

The fee includes your meal:  soup, 
salad and sandwiches or wraps, drinks 
and dessert 

Ron Horner, husband of our Joanne Horner, has graciously agreed to help us re-vamp the KWN web site, which is sorely outdated!  We would like to get a committee of 

a few people together, to bounce around some ideas and make sure the new web site fits our needs.   What would you like to see on the web site?  What tools would 

make it useful to current members and attract new ones?  If you would like to help Ron in this endeavor, please let Joanne know.   

It’s March Mix-up time!   

We are creatures of habit and 

usually sit with the same people 

each month.  To encourage our 

members to mix and mingle, 

seating will be assigned at the 

March meeting!  Have fun! 

mailto:Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com


Kenosha’s 2014 Business Expo took place at UW Parkside on March 8th and 9th.  As in previous years, 

Kenosha Women’s Network had a booth.  Volunteers to wo-man the booth were coordinated by our 

Membership chair, Joanne Horner (pictured below with Beth Lambert).  For those who have never     

attended this event, it is a showcase of organizations and     

businesses in Kenosha County.  KWN was able to hand out 

information to prospective members and invite them to join us 

for a meeting.  To add incentive to the invitation, they were 

invited enter a drawing for a free lunch at a future meeting.    

There was plenty to see and do at the Expo; every hour from 

11am to 2pm there were live demonstrations, including      

taekwondo, tennis, the K9 unit and acupuncture.  Booth     

participants seemed to fall into several broad categories: health 

care providers (vision, hearing, chiropractors, acupuncture and 

hospitals), contractors (remodeling, plumbing, heating), and non-

profit/ humanitarian organizations (Shalom Center, Womens and 

Childrens Horizons, Prevent Suicide Kenosha County).  A     

number of women’s organizations (WWBIC, Girl Scouts, KWN) 

took part, as well as woman owned businesses. 

Traffic was brisk in the morning, slowing down in the afternoon, 

but very few of those we spoke to turned down the drawing, so 

we have a lot of new contacts!   A number of former members 

stopped by to talk to us and hinted that they might come back. (pictured: Kathy Barth knew most of 

them!) 

Quite a few of our members had booths representing their own 

businesses or employers. (Pictured-Amanda Blommel, Absolute 

Chiropractic.) 

I’d like to share a funny story from the Saturday shift: A        

gentleman stopped by to talk to us and showed a lot of interest in 

our group.  He explained that his wife had recently retired,   

leaving her with a lot of time on her hands.  He felt that she 

needed something to do, some channel for volunteer work.  As 

the conversation developed, we came to understand that he was still working and she was under his feet!  

He brought her over and introduced her to us. Then he took our information and promised to drive her 

to the meeting and drop her off!  This may become our first membership by coercion!  
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Board Members: 
 
President: 
Laura Cox 
262-496-4626 
 
Vice-President: 
Mary Radigan 
262-694-0455 
 
Secretary: 
Donna Funk 
262-995-4368 
 
Treasurer: 
Wendy Gauss 
262-942-0163 

Membership: 
Joanne Horner 
847-337-2778 
 
Website: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-891-3110   
   
Fundraising: 
Melissa Sebetic 
262-620-7554 
Nancy Vagnoni 
262-977-5912 
 
Hospitality: 
Teresa Maerzke 
262-654-5602 
Anne Robbins 
262-818-8569 

Thank you to all our members who donated raffle prizes for the February meeting: 
     *Peggy Walker-Pepper the Clown      *Ginger Tierney-Ginger M Tierney, LLC     *Anne Robbins-The Comfort Coach 
*Roseann Shales-Imaginative Consulting       *Joanne Horner-Send Out Cards     *Mary Radigan-Ray Radigan’s Restaurant                 

Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

Standing Committee 
Chairs:                                         
Communications:                              
Linda San Filippo 
847-361-2678 

March is a busy month!  If you would like a booth at Business After 5, to promote your business, there are still 3 spots available. The 
event will be held on Thursday, March 13th at Circa on Seventh. We will have an “Afternoon Tea Theme” and would love for you to wear 
your favorite fun hat, as there will be a best hat contest!  Remember: because the Kenosha Chamber generously allows us to raise 
money during our event with our basket raffle AND a 50/50 raffle, we have a great opportunity to raise funds for our mini grants! We 
encourage all of you to donate a basket, gift card or items to help us raise as much money as possible to help the Women and Children 
in our community. If you have any questions about this event, or would like a booth, please call Melissa Sebetic at 262-620-7554 or        

e-mail her at: Melissa@psiwi.com. Booths are $15.00. 

Friday March 21st marks the annual Susan B Anthony Award dinner, honoring an outstanding woman in our community.  KWN is a co-
sponsor of this event.  If you would like to attend, information is available on the KWN web site.  We are still looking for donations of 
“Gourmet Delights” for the silent auction, so whip up a batch of that special family recipe!  The event is at The Parkway Chateau on 

Route 50, just west of I-94 and starts at 5:30pm. 

March Speakers: 

Shannon Fettes of Brightstar will be our 

10 minute speaker and Heather Lux of 

WWBIC will be our 3 minute speaker. 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of our 

up-coming meetings, please contact Mary      

Radigan.  Her phone number is: 262-694-0455. 

Promote your business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       
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