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    A Note from our President: 
 

Hello KWN Members, 
 
Welcome to May!  Flowers are finally starting to bloom, and things are heating up with KWN.   
Keep reading to find out what's coming up!  You won't want to miss anything. 
 
In April, we hosted our second annual Past President's Luncheon at Victoria's  Catering.  With 
eight past presidents in attendance, as well as three current board members, we had a wonderful 
afternoon.  We spent the time talking about some of the history of this rich organization.  It was 
wonderful to hear how each past president contributed to KWN, making it what it is today!  
Thank you so much to Vickie at Victoria's Catering for hosting us, and thank you to all our past        
presidents for making KWN an amazing organization! 
 
At our April meeting, we explained the mini-grant application process.  Please remember, those 
applications are due on May 9th at the next luncheon.  You still have time to fill one out before 
hand, though.  Applications are available to download from the website.  We strongly encourage 
all of our members to fill out mini-grant applications for your favorite non-profit organization. 
Qualifying organizations must be non-profit, benefiting women or children in Kenosha County, 
with no political or religious affiliations.  After our May meeting, Secretary Donna Funk will      
organize this year's mini-grant selection committee, which will choose this year's mini-grant    
recipients.  Recipients will be selected in June. 
 
Also, starting in May, we will be having a Membership Drive.  Each month, our drive will be    
sponsored by a member of KWN, offering a prize ($25 value or less) for the member who brings 
the most new guests to that meeting.  At the end of the year, the person who has brought in the 
most new members will get their 2015 membership for free!  May, June and July are great times 
to bring guests, because they get to see all the efforts of KWN paying off through the mini-grant 
process!  Membership Chair Joanne Horner will have more details to come. 
 
Thank you ladies for making KWN the phenomenal organization it is today!  I will see you at our 
next luncheon on May 9th. 
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May Meeting: 

Friday, May 9, 2014 
11:30AM to 1:00PM  at                
Ray Radigan’s Restaurant                
11712 Sheridan Rd, Pleasant Prairie 

                RSVP by                   
Wednesday, May 7, 9pm  to     
Anne Robbins &Teresa Maerzke at:                 
Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com and put 
“attending“ in the  subject line. 

The meeting fee is:                 
$12.00 with Reservation,           
$15.00 at the door. 

The fee includes your meal:  soup, 
salad and sandwiches or wraps, drinks 
and dessert 

Mini-Grants 

Do you know of a worthy organization that benefits women and children that could use a  

mini-grant?  Your time is almost up to get in applications for 2014.  Donna Funk, and her 

grant-selection committee, will begin the selection process after the May meeting.  If you 

would like to volunteer to be part of the grant committee, please contact Donna.  Her phone 

number is: 262-995-4368 and her e-mail is: donnafunk@relylocal.com. 
 Recipients will be announced in June and the checks will be presented at the July meeting. 

Harbor Market 

We are once again planning on 

having a booth at the Outdoor 

Harbor Market later this      

summer. I do not have the   

actual dates yet, but we are 

planning on 3 dates this year. 

We always take some of the 

later dates so that we can talk 

about KWN and also start    

talking about the Holiday   

Fundraiser. As soon as our dates 

are finalized, we will be looking 

for members to run the booth 

throughout those days.  

Joanne Horner, Membership 
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   Donna Funk is a relatively new member of KWN, but,           

characteristically, she jumped in with both feet!  She holds the 

joint position of Secretary and Fund-Raising Chair.  The latter 

position is a great fit for her, since raising money for charity is  

something of a passion.  The day I spoke to her, she was walking in 

the breast cancer walk the next day. 

Donna was born and raised in Waukesha but she lived in Iowa and Virgina before moving back to 

Wisconsin to care for her mother who was terminally ill with cancer.  She has worked in a    

variety of jobs.  Her initial dream was to run a flower shop or work in some form of horticulture.  

To that end, she enrolled at Gateway Technical College, in the horticulture program.  When one 

of her professors heard her give a marketing presentation, he was so impressed that he       

persuaded her to change majors and pursue a marketing degree.  The professor was right and 

she has loved all her marketing jobs, from managing country clubs to guiding tour groups at 

Apple Holler.  She joined Rely Local a year ago, working with her partner, Nick Christiansen, to 

promote local businesses in Kenosha and Racine counties.  Business is going well and they plan 

to hire more help soon. 

Donna has three grown children, two girls and a boy, and just became a grandmother for the 

first time.  She and her fiancé, Doug, have two dogs, both rescues.  One of them is a St Bernard 

mix puppy that they took in because no one else would adopt a dog that has the potential to 

grow so big!  Doug is a big fan of horror movies, which led the couple to get involved with a 

charity called “Scares that Care”. http://www.scaresthatcare.org/ .  This organization was 

started by some horror film actors and it benefits children suffering from serious illness.  There 

is also a program that helps women with breast cancer (“Scares for Pairs”) and another that 

helps children suffering from serious burn injuries (“I helped Kane”, named after Kane Hodder, 

a horror film actor who suffered serious burns himself.) 

One thing you may not know about Donna is that she is a cancer survivor herself!  Her third child 

was born prematurely, at 28 weeks and suffered some learning disabilities as a result.  When the 

doctors biopsied the placenta to try and figure out why the baby came so early, they discovered 

that she had uterine cancer!  If her daughter had not been born so early, they both would have 

died!  Delivery was followed immediately by a hysterectomy.  Donna is a firm believer in     

miracles as a result of this experience! 
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Board Members: 
 
President: 
Laura Cox 
262-496-4626 
 
Vice-President: 
Mary Radigan 
262-694-0455 
 
Secretary: 
Donna Funk 
262-995-4368 
 
Treasurer: 
Wendy Gauss 
262-942-0163 

Membership: 
Joanne Horner 
847-337-2778 
 
Website: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-891-3110   
   
Fundraising: 
Melissa Sebetic 
262-620-7554 
Donna Funk 
262-995-4368 
 
Hospitality: 
Teresa Maerzke 
262-654-5602 
Anne Robbins 
262-818-8569 

Thank you to all our members who donated raffle prizes for the April meeting: 
     *Mary Radigan-Ray Radigan’s Restaurant        *Peggy Gallo-Shaklee      *Anne Robbins-The Comfort Coach       
 *Brenda Conyn-Clearpath Financial Partners     *Mavra Papadatos-Mavra’s Greek Olive Oil 

*Joyce Erickson-Tri-County Alliance Tobacco-Free Coalition 
 Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

Standing Committee 
Chairs:                                         
Communications:                              
Linda San Filippo 
847-361-2678 

May Speakers: 

Emily Delabrue will be our 10 minute 

speaker, talking about “Leadership 

Kenosha”.  

 Joanne Horner will be our 3 minute 

speaker. 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of our 

up-coming meetings, please contact Mary      

Radigan.  Her phone number is: 262-694-0455. 

Promote your business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       

Membership Drive 

The KWN board has decided to do a Membership Drive from May to December. We are  
looking to increase the number of members in KWN. So invite guests to join us for lunch 

and check out our group! We will have prizes throughout the 2014 Membership Drive: 

There will be a monthly prize for the member who brings the most new guests. We have a 

few opportunities for members to sponsor a monthly prize. 

At the end of the Membership Drive, the member who has brought in the most new     

members will receive their 2015 Membership FREE! 

In June, Joanna Carlberg, of Joanna’s Digital 

Images, will be talking about photo restoration.  

If you have an old photo you would like restored 

as one of her “before and after” examples, 

please talk to Joanna at the May meeting. 

http://www.scaresthatcare.org/

